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cerned, the Emperor thinks that the negotiations better
rest in your hands alone."

The President next had what he called " a perfectly char-
acteristic experience, showing the utterly loose way in
which the Russian Government works." On June 6, 1905,
Cassini showed him a despatch from his government in
which they made no answer to Roosevelt's proposition,
said they would not ask either peace or mediation, but re-
quested the President to exercise a moderating influence
on the demands of Japan and find out what those demands
were. On the following day, Meyer sent to the President a
message which directly reversed the Cassini message by
stating: "The Emperor authorized me to say that he ac-
cepts and consents to the President's proposition with the
understanding that it is to be kept absolutely secret, and
that the President is to act on his own initiative in en-
deavoring to obtain the consent of the Japanese Govern-
ment. 'J

No information of this message was given to Cassini by
his government, and when it was shown to him he ques-
tioned its accuracy, saying: "Meyer may have misinter-
preted or forgotten what the Emperor said." The Presi-
dent, therefore, had Cassini?s assertion cabled to Meyer,
and Meyer obtained the authority of Lamsdorff, the Rus-
sian Minister of Foreign Affairs, for the statement that
he had quoted the Czar correctly. Roosevelt at the time
received various messages from Cassini, including a pro-
test against his seeing so much of the Japanese Minister
and representatives of the neutral forces. To this the
President replied through the person who brought it that
he considered it impertinent and requested that it be not
repeated. "Cassini also protested," says the President,
"that I was trying to make Russia move too quickly, and
was very indignant over my order interning the Russian
ships at Manila, saying 'this is not the time to establish
new principles of international law.' I had declined to
allow the Russian ships to make any repairs that were